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CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS
2012 USBLN® Annual Conference & Expo 
Disability Inclusion Driving Success in a Competitive Business Environment
Share your experience and expertise with your colleagues at the 15th Annual USBLN® Conference & Expo at the Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld in Orlando, Florida on October 1 – 4.  Others will benefit from your experience while you provide business solutions for workforce, marketplace and supply chain diversity.

You are cordially invited to submit a proposal.

(This proposal may not be altered.)

Submit session proposal to kerrell@thenextgreatevent.com no later than February 24, 2012.
For more information, please visit our website at www.usbln.org or www.usblnannualconference.org.  Any questions regarding this proposal should be directed to kerrell@thenextgreatevent.com.   
CONFERENCE INFORMATION

The US Business Leadership Network® (USBLN®) is the national disability organization that serves as the collective voice of over 60 Business Leadership Network affiliates across North America, representing over 5,000 employers. The USBLN® promotes the business imperative of the preparation and inclusion of people with disabilities in the workplace, marketplace, and supply chain while supporting the development and expansion of its BLN affiliates. The USBLN® recognizes and supports best practices in hiring and advancing employees with disabilities, marketing to consumers with disabilities, and encourages contracting with vendors with disabilities through the development and certification of disability-owned businesses.  www.usbln.org
The 2012 USBLN® 15th Annual Conference & Expo “Disability Inclusion Driving Success in a Competitive Business Environment” is the preeminent national business to business event that taps the vast economic potential of the full inclusion of people with disabilities. This conference brings corporate, government, disability-owned businesses and BLN affiliate leaders together to create workplaces, marketplaces, and supply chains where people with disabilities are fully included in their capacities as professionals, customers and entrepreneurs.  www.usblnannualconference.org
PRESENTATION DEADLINES

The following are significant dates for presenters to remember:
· Session Proposal form due – February 24, 2012
· Selected Speakers notified by – April 30, 2012
· Copy of presentation due – July 9, 2012
· Audio-Visual request due – July 9, 2012
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR POTENTIAL SPEAKERS
· Complete the attached presentation proposal with all information requested.  It is easiest to move to the next line by using your “tab” key.  Please make sure all content is written into the proposal, do not attach extra pages or convert the Word document into a PDF.  Review for accuracy, completeness and neatness.  
· The information you furnish may be edited if necessary due to space limitations and will be printed in our materials, publications and on our website.  
· If selected as a speaker, you will receive confirmation followed by a Speaker’s Agreement prior to the conference containing information such as important reminders, presentation submissions, hotel/travel information, etc.  
· More than one presentation may be submitted for consideration; however, one form per presentation must be completed.
SELECTION CRITERIA

The USBLN® has a tradition of using educational conference sessions as a platform for innovation in the areas of employment and advancement of people with disabilities; the preparedness for work of youth and students with disabilities; marketing to consumers with disabilities; contracting with vendors with disabilities and in the inclusion of disability-owned businesses in supply chains. We look for contributors who are willing to share their expertise without expectation of payment in the spirit of networking, a purpose for which the USBLN® was founded.  We believe that the size and decision-making authority of our audience provides an outstanding opportunity for speakers to increase their visibility and establish valuable contacts with a targeted audience.
The USBLN® strives to offer a balanced program by selecting proposals that best fit within the framework of the conference.  The programs selected will be based upon two primary policies: disability best practices and replication applicability. Alternative views and counterpoint issues are welcomed particularly when lessons learned from first-hand experience are offered as models/examples. PLEASE NOTE: Priority consideration will be given to one-two (1-2) speakers, lecture-style proposals that may be presented more than once at the conference.
SPEAKER BENEFITS
The USBLN® is happy to provide selected presenters with:
· Breakout session presenters will receive a discount registration rate of $495 for the full conference from October 1 – 4, 2012 which includes admission to the Expo, educational sessions, many meals and evening social events. 
· Breakout session presenters also have the option to attend only the day they are speaking and purchase single day(s) at the rate of $210 per day. All other expenses are the responsibility of the speaker.
· Keynote presenters will receive a complimentary registration for the full conference from October 1 – 4, 2012 to attend the entire conference. All other expenses are the responsibility of the speaker.

· Grant you valuable professional exposure.

· Provide you with microphone, screen and LCD projector, if needed.

· Provide you with a copy of the evaluations from your session(s).

In return, presenters are expected to:

· Meet all deadlines.

· Retain session content and audio visual needs as originally submitted.

· Provide your own laptop to use for your presentation.

· Obtain permission from the USBLN® to add a co-presenter or change the identity of a presenter.

· Honor the USBLN®’s commitment to provide education by not showcasing or promoting the speaker’s practice, services or products.

· Deliver an original product.

· Respect the USBLN® as the sponsoring organization with either positive or neutral comments from the platform.

The last page of this proposal must include your electronic signature to validate your proposal.

This form must be filled out in its entirety.

All information must be typed submitted on this form.  Submit your name as you wish to see it published.  Please include your professional designations (Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.) after your last name. 
	Speaker’s Name:
	     

	Title:
	     

	Company:
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	Zip code:
	     

	Work Phone:
	     

	Cell Phone:
	     

	Fax No:
	     

	E-mail Address:
	     

	Web Address:
	     

	
	

	Alternate Contact:
	     

	Phone No:
	     

	E-mail Address:
	     


Have you conducted this or a similar presentation for a similar group(s)?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	If so, name of group(s):
	     


Will your session be given by more than one person?   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes *     FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
Presentation format – please select one:

One – two (1-2) speaker lecture-style

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Facilitated dialogue with multiple speakers

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Panel discussion/forum with multiple panelists 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
Roundtable discussion with moderator(s)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
Willing to repeat this session at the conference? 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

*Multiple Speakers per Presentation:  We will accept proposals for one moderator or facilitator and up to three (3) participants maximum per presentation.

*If your session will be given by more than one person, please list the name and related information of the additional presenter in the first box:

*For presentations with multiple speakers, please list the name(s) and related information of the moderator/facilitator and up to three (3) participants:

	Moderator/

Facilitator
Name:
	     

	Title:
	     

	Company:
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	Zip code:
	     

	Work Phone:
	     
	Cell Phone:
	     

	E-mail:
	     
	Fax No: 
	     


	Participant One/

Additional Presenter
Name:
	     

	Title:
	     

	Company:
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	Zip code:
	     

	Work Phone:
	     
	Cell Phone:
	     

	E-mail:
	     
	Fax No: 
	     


	Participant Two

Name:
	     

	Title:
	     

	Company:
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	Zip code:
	     

	Work Phone:
	     
	Cell Phone:
	     

	E-mail:
	     
	Fax No: 
	     


	Participant Three

Name:
	     

	Title:
	     

	Company:
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	Zip code:
	     

	Work Phone:
	     
	Cell Phone:
	     

	E-mail:
	     
	Fax No: 
	     


Please provide a brief bio below (400 words or less).  Please keep in mind that this information will be used in our marketing materials.  Include years of experience, educational background, and practical experience in the subject matter for yourself, co-presenter and participants (if applicable). For presentations with multiple speakers, please include brief bios for each of the participants with your email accompanying this proposal.  The word count will be strictly enforced.
	     


Would you like your contact information listed with your bio on our website?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Would you like your website information listed with your bio on our website?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Will you be bringing a technician to assist you with your presentation?   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Note: You will be permitted to bring one technical assistant; they will be allowed access to your session only.  Videotaping of speaker presentations, either by the speaker or attendees, is not permitted without the consent of the USBLN®.
	If  yes, name: 
	     


Optional: Write your brief speaker introduction below.  Please keep in mind that this introduction will be used by the introducer assigned to you.  Include years of experience, educational background, and practical experience in the subject matter for yourself and co-presenter (if applicable).  

	     


EDUCATIONAL SESSION TRACKS

Give serious thought to your session topic, title, session description, and session introduction.  If you are selected as a speaker, this information will be used for Conference brochures and may not be changed later.

Please select the track that best fits your session (track explanations are available online):  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Workplace

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Marketplace

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supply Chain


The conference educational programs will be based upon the framework of the USBLN® and reflect major trends shaping the workforce, marketplace and supply chain.  The conference committee may combine or eliminate a conference topic at later stages of conference planning.  However, this will not affect the selection process.  All topics will be considered.

Check the box that best describes the level of knowledge the participants should have to benefit from your presentation.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Introductory:
Little or no previous knowledge of the subject matter required. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate:
Requires at least a basic knowledge and some experience. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced:

Requires a working knowledge and considerable experience.

Title of Session (8 words or less)


(We encourage speakers to be creative with your program title.)

	     


Description/Objective of Session – 40 words or less

The USBLN® reserves the right to edit and/or reduce your session title and/or summary for promotional brochures.  This information will be used in the conference program brochure.


	     


After this session, the attendee will be able to: (List 3 brief learning objectives specific to your session content.)

	1. 
	     

	2. 
	     

	3. 
	     


Sessions conducted by practitioners that include practical, immediately applicable work tools will be given preference.  The USBLN® seeks presentations that will provide our attendees with information that will improve their effectiveness.
Session Resources
Within your presentation, you may have resources noted on your slides or additional contact information listed.  Please provide all websites, email addresses and any other pertinent contact information which may apply to your presentation.  Our goal is to provide a resource guide to the attendees.


	     


Audio/Visual Requirements – No additional AV requests will be accepted after July 9, 2012.

All rooms will be set-up theater style and will be equipped with the following:

1. LCD Projector for PowerPoint presentations (Laptop computers will NOT be provided. You must bring your own).

2. Screen

3. Podium w/ Microphone



The following equipment will not be available: overhead projector, flip chart, and DVD. The USBLN® also does not provide Internet access in the meeting rooms.  Other room set-up needs:
	     


By signing this proposal, I understand that:
· I will not receive a fee or expenses paid for my appearance.  
· If selected, I agree to adhere to the deadline schedule furnished by Conference organizers.  I understand that my Conference presentation is not a showcase for promotion of my business, practice or product, and I will not “sell” my products or services from the USBLN® speaker platform.  
· I understand that the USBLN® is not responsible for shipping and/or printing charges.  
I agree to follow the regulations set forth in this agreement.

	


Signature






Date

(An electronic signature validates this agreement.)

DO NOT CONVERT THIS WORD DOCUMENT INTO A PDF FILE UPON SUBMISSION!
Thank you for your interest in the 
15th Annual USBLN® Conference & Expo!
�
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